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East Point Selects Shawn Buchanan as New Police Chief 

EAST POINT, GA-On December 6, 2021, the East Point City Council announced the selection of 
Shawn Buchanan as the City’s new Police Chief. The announcement culminated an extensive 11-
month search which rendered more than 40 applicants. Chief Shawn Buchanan served as the 
Department’s Major of Field Operations Division for three years until being named as the top 
commander of the East Point Police Department.  

“I’m very proud to continue to protect and serve this community that I’ve been a part of for 
more than two decades,” said Chief Shawn Buchanan. “My primary responsibility is to provide a 
safe and secure community for residents to flourish and businesses to prosper.”  

Chief Buchanan has been with the East Point Police Department for 23 years, beginning his 
career as a Patrol Officer in December of 1998. He quickly rose through the ranks serving as 
Sergeant in the Detective Division, Lieutenant of the Traffic Unit, Commander of the Special 
Operations Unit, Assistant Watch Commander, Captain in the Detectives Division and Major of 
Field Operations. Chief Buchanan received a Master’s in Business Administration from The 
Georgia Institute of Technology, a Master’s in Public Administration from Columbus State 
University, and a Bachelor of Science in Criminal Justice from Armstrong State University, now 
known as Georgia Southern University. Chief Buchanan is a 2019 graduate of Georgia Chief 
School. He is also a graduate of the Senior Management Institute for Police Class 49 from Boston 
University and the Southern Police Institute Class 124 from the University of Louisville.  

Chief Buchanan is a proud native of Atlanta, Georgia, and graduate of Campbell High School. He 
succeeds former East Point Police Chief Tommy Gardner, who retired in July of this year. Chief 
Buchanan is an open communicator who welcomes challenges, and he looks forward to 
accepting the challenges of a being a chief in a demanding time.   

 
### 

About The City of East Point 
The City of East Point is approximately 13.8 miles with a population of over 38,000. Located southwest of 
Atlanta, East Point is conveniently located minutes away from Hartsfield-Jackson International Airport. 
This quaint urban community’s prime location, numerous retail, and great restaurants make it an 
attractive place for a “live-work-play-shop-stay” environment because there’s no point like East Point. 
For more information about the City of East Point visit www.eastpointcity.org. Also like us on Facebook 
at www.facebook.com/cityofeastpoint/ and follow us on twitter @cityofeastpoint, snapchat @cityofep1, 
or instagram @cityofeastpoint.  
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