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FLUX PROJECTS PRESENTS HANNAH PALMER’S GHOST POOLS,
A SITE-SPECIFIC INSTALLATION REFLECTING ON
THE HISTORY OF PUBLIC SWIMMING AND THE LOSS OF PUBLIC POOLS

Multi-Media Exhibition Runs From Memorial Day to Labor Day

EAST POINT, GA (March 1, 2023) — Flux Projects presents Ghost Pools, a multi-media
installation by East Point writer, urban designer and historian, Hannah Palmer that
explores the legacy of public swimming through temporary memorials to two pools in
East Point that became a battleground over integration and were eventually abandoned,
leaving the city without a pool to this day. The exhibition runs from Memorial Day to
Labor Day, in keeping with the traditional season of public pools.

“What happened to the pools in my neighborhood was part of a pattern across the
nation, a sad but common history,” said Palmer. “| want to present this as a guide to
what could be possible if we shared an understanding of what happened to these public
spaces.”

Of the two pools, one was restricted to white residents (now under the East Point
Historical Society site) while the other was built for East Point’s segregated Black
neighborhood (today an overflow parking lot for the John D. Milner Athletic Complex).
Both sites are now owned by the City of East Point, and Flux Projects will be
collaborating closely with the city on this project.

“This is a horrible part of our history that will now be told truthfully,” said Mayor Deana
Holiday Ingraham. “I applaud Hannah Palmer and her team for creating this impactful
and engaging initiative to tell the full picture of East Point’s past with the hopes that we
will right wrongs and continue to embrace, celebrate and gain strength from our
diversity moving forward.”

Through Ghost Pools, Palmer attempts to set the historical record straight, creating a
shared understanding of what happened to East Point’s Jim Crow-era swimming pools
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— how they were funded, designed, sited, segregated, litigated, defunded and ultimately
abandoned.

Two hard truths emerge from Palmer’s work: Public pools across the nation were lost in
the process of desegregation because cities elected to close them rather than deal with
the prospect of “mixed bathing,” and the unequal access to public pools since Jim Crow
has created a disparity in the number of Black drowning deaths in comparison to white
swimmers.

Palmer will collaborate with visual, sound, and performance artists to transform the
former sites into an inviting space for the community to explore and reflect on this
complicated, often painful history. In addition, Palmer plans to speak at venues across
the city to reflect on this little-known era.

“We hope the community will join us in our attempt to reclaim these formerly segregated
spaces in a way that acknowledges the past while looking towards the future,” said
Anne Dennington, executive director of Flux Projects.

Palmer’s books and essays peel back layers of the built environment to understand the
history and wildness that shapes the landscape. Her work documenting the lost
neighborhoods around Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport grew into a
campaign to restore the hidden headwaters of Georgia’s Flint River (Finding the Flint).
Since 2018, this focus on environmental justice led her to other privatized, segregated,
and sullied waters of the urban south. Palmer’s current research and writing outline a
growing crisis in access to water and how racial and economic segregation has stunted
the growth of communities.

With Ghost Pools, Flux Projects continues FLOW, a multi-year series designed to
explore Atlanta’s history with water, how it has shaped our city and the potential it holds
for our future. FLOW will engage issues of conservation, equity, and urban design
through installations and performances. Projects will be installed along creeks and
watersheds, over buried waterways, and at other sites reconnecting us with nature and
each other.
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About Flux Projects:

Flux Projects produces temporary public art projects that connect and grow artists and
audiences in Atlanta through the creative power of place. These projects disrupt every
day and inspire imagination, wonder and awe. They support artists to take risks and
grow their practices whether they are internationally acclaimed or producing their first
public work. They create communal spaces for people from all walks of life. And they
bring a location’s past, present and future into the conversation in ways that open our
eyes to new possibilities. Flux Projects gives art the space to transform.
www.fluxprojects.org
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